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FACILITY CLOSURE

At some point in the future, the project will cease operation and close down.
At that time, it will be necessary to ensure that the closure occurs in such a
way that public health and safety and the environment are protected from
adverse impacts. Although the project setting for this project does not
appear, at this time, to present any special or unusual closure problems, it is
impossible to foresee what the situation will be in 30 years or more when the
project ceases operation. Therefore, provisions must be made which provide
the flexibility to deal with the specific situation and project setting that exist at
the time of closure. LORS pertaining to facility closure are identified in the
sections dealing with each technical area. Facility closure will be consistent
with LORS in effect at the time of closure.

There are at least three circumstances in which a facility closure can take
place: planned closure, unexpected temporary closure and unexpected
permanent closure.

PLANNED CLOSURE

A planned closure occurs at the end of a project s life, when the facility is
closed in an anticipated, orderly manner, at the end of its useful economic or
mechanical life, or due to gradual obsolescence.

UNEXPECTED TEMPORARY CLOSURE

An unplanned unexpected temporary closure occurs when the facility is
closed suddenly and/or unexpectedly, on a short-term basis, due to
unforeseen circumstances such as a natural disaster, or an emergency.

UNEXPECTED PERMANENT CLOSURE

An unplanned unexpected permanent closure occurs if the project owner
closes the facility suddenly and/or unexpectedly, on a permanent basis. This
includes unexpected closure where the owner remains accountable for
implementing the on-site contingency plan. It can also include unexpected
closure where the project owner is unable to implement the contingency plan,
and the project is essentially abandoned.

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR FACILITY CLOSURE

PLANNED CLOSURE

In order to ensure that a planned facility closure does not create adverse
impacts, a closure process that provides for careful consideration of available
options and applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, standards, and
local/regional plans in existence at the time of closure, will be undertaken.
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